Republic of the Philippines
Supreme Court
fHlanila

FIRST DIVISION

NOTICE

Sirs/Mesdames:

Please take notice that the Court, First Division, issued a

Resolution dated August 27,2020 which reads as follows:

“G.R. No. 222570 — PEOPLE OF THE PHILIPPINES,
plaintiff-appellee, versus RANYA GATDULA AHMED AND
RICHARD BACHARPA y MACARENE, accused-appellants.

RESOLUTION

After a careful review of the records of the instant case, the Court
reverses and sets aside the assailed Decision' dated September 22, 2015
(Decision) of the Court of Appeals, Cagayan de Oro City (CA), in CA-
G.R. CR-HC No. 01210-MIN, which affirmed the Judgment? dated
August 28, 2013 of the Regional Trial Court, Branch 40, Cagayan de
Oro City (RTC), in Criminal Case No. 2011-184, finding accused-
appellants Ranya Gatdula Ahmed and Richard Bacharpa y Macarene
guilty beyond reasonable doubt of violating Section 5, Aricle I of
Republic Act (R.A.)) No. 9165, otherwise known as “The
Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002,” as amended. The Court
acquits accused-appellants for failure of the prosecution to prove their
guilt beyond reasonable doubt.

Well settled in jurisprudence is the principle that in all
prosecutions for violation of R.A. No. 9165, it is essential that the
identity and integrity of the seized drug, which constitutes the very
corpus delicti of the crime, must be established with moral certainty.’
In this regard, Section 21, Article II of R.A. No. 9165, which outlines
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