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DECLARATION OF THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
,DEVELOPMENT MONTH

AS TI{E COUNTR.YSIDE

WrmREAS, the Medium-Term Philippine Development plan (199s-2003)emphasizes countryside development as key io national economi" .."or"ry and theattainment of Newly Industrial Country GrUCistatus by tlre year 2000; F

wIfiREAS, a shift in the development strategies frorn the metropolis to thecountryside augurs well for economic decentralization aid the preparatlon oftrr" countryin economic i,tegration with other ASEAN Free Trader Area (AF-tr,A);

WHEREAS, countryside deveropment wi, offer an opportrunitl, to balance theeconomic forces between the provinces and the National Capitai Region ffqCn;,

WIDREAS, countryside development will off-set the tide of the brain drain frornthe countryside to urban centers and outside the country;

WFmREAS, the promotiott and patronage of countryside products among localconsumers will facilitate govemment and private efforts in developing the countryside;

w'rmREAS, countryside development with focus on private initiative willencourage an effective, sustainable and valuable developrnental prograrn.

Now, TIIEREFORE, I, JosEpH EJERCTT0 BSTRATIA, Fresident of theRepublic of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do herebydeclare and proclaim the month of February, lggg ancl every year thereafter, asCountryside Developrnent Month. ' --J 
,.

All departments, agencies and instrumentalities of, the government shall assist inthe promotion and observance of, the Countryside Development Month and channel part

,r-ffi



of their budgetary allocation fo, .ol*tryside development to finance the month-long

observance.

The Department of the lnterior and Local Government shall in particular attend to

its appropriate observance every year in cooperation with local govenrment units'

, : fN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hancl and caused the seal of
the Republic of the Phiiippines to be fixed.

By the President:

*7"^r*,Al

RONALDO B. ZAMORA
Executive Secretary
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