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RESIDENCE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE PHILIPPINES 

MANILA 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES 

EXECUTIVE ORDER No, 72 

PRESCRIBING ECONOMY MEASURES IN THE 
OPERATION OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 

WHEREAS, the most judicious use of such resources is 
the government be utilized in the most economical, efficient, 
and effective manner; 

WHEREAS, the most judicious use of such resources is 
necessary not only for the sOllnd performance of govel'O
mental functions but also for an effective implementation 
of the country's development program; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary that specific guides be fol
lowed by aU concerned in achieving an effective austerity 
program in the Gove1'llment; 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Diosdado Macapagal, President of 
the Philippines. by vi r tue of the powers vested in me by 
law, do hereby order that the following economy measures 
be observed by all personnel of the National Govern
ment: 

1. Travel of officials and employees outside their duty stations re
quh'ing the payment of pe~' diems or reimbursement of actunl tmvel
jng expenses, or travel to fOl'eign countries for which the Philip
pine Government shall heal' all expenses or the major portion of ex
penses connected with such tn·vel, shall not be allowed, except in me
ritorious cases to be determined by tIle Department Secretary con· 
cerned in case of loco.! travel ond the Office of the President in case 
of tr:wel abroad. 

2. Strict economy shall be observed in the usc of office utilities 
and facilities sllch as electricity, water, telephone, telegraph, post
age, motor vehicles, and other cenveyanees, etc. Eleetl'ie power 
SllOUld be switclJed off niter office hours or at any time it is not 
Mcded. Leaks nnd other defects in the wnter system should be 
immediately l'cpaired. No new telephones should be installed, save 
in absolutely necessary cases. Airmail and telegraph services 
should not be lwailed of except in truly important and urgent 
mallel'S. Office cars, jeeps, and other conveyances should be used 
only when absolutely necessary for the purpose authorizcd by law, 
and in no case for personal purposes. 

3. Consumption of office supplies and materials should be limited 
to the barest essential minimum compatible with working efficicncy. 
Officc supplies and materials shall in no case, under pain of dis· 
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ciplinary action, be ullpropriated for personnl use, no m~tter how 
seemingly small the cost thereof may he. 

4. Purchases of motor vehicles, and office equipment, although 
authorized in current appropriation acts, shall be deferred except in 
meritorious cases. 

5. No vncant position shall bl} filled without the prior tlpproval 
of the Office of the }' t'csidmt and prior certificatioll by the Com· 
missioner of the Budget that funds are available fOl' the tilling of 
such positions. Lump-sum appropriations for employment of casual 
or emergency workers shall not be )'clansed exeept l1pon eertification, 
apPl'oved by the Office of the Pre~id ent, that the specified amount 
is needed to meet unusual volume of work arising from contIn
gencies that cannot be coped with by the regular personnel. 

6, P ayment of additiomd compensation by the hOlll' for overtime 
serviccs undcr Section 7-1(32) , Commonwealth Act No. 246, as 
amended. shall not be allowed, except bl absolutely meritorious 
cases, 

7. The Secretary of General Services shall formulate a building 
program for government offices to effect economy in the paynlent 
of rentals. 

8. E conomy committees created under Memorandum Circular No. 
28 of the OlTlce of t,he President dated June 21, 1063, in each de
partment, bureau, and office of the National Govel'lllllCllt shall COil, 

tinne to function and llelp the respective organb:ationaJ he/llis 
carry out the economy measnres herein p:rescribed. ~ 

9, Each Department Head shaH be responsible for the enforce, 
ment of these economy measures in the offices, bureau.';, und agencies 
under his department and shall submit to the Office 01 the Pl'es- ~ 
ident periodic reports ot savings effected. 

This order shall take effect immediately, 
Done in the City of Manila, this 4th day of l\1arch, 

in the yeal' of Our Lord. nineteen hundred and sixty· 

four. 

By the President: 

CALIXTO O. ZALDIVAR 

DroSDADO MACAPAGAL 

President of the Philippines 

Acting Executive Secreta1'lJ 
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